





A number of initiatives were taken over the years to put in place a viable framework for the
citizens to access information held by the public authorities. Several States including Odisha and
the Union Government had in the past introduced legislations on Right to Information. The Right
to Information Act, 2005 is the outcome of the experimentation and experience gained over the
years.

The Act is designed to set up a practical regime of Right to Information for citizens to secure
access to information under the control of public authorities in order to promote transparency and
accountability. It is an expression of the people’s aspirations for an open Government. Democracy
requires an informed citizenry and transparency of information, which are vital to its functioning. It
is imperative to contain corruption and to hold Governments and their instrumentalities accountable
to the citizens. With such objective the Right to Information Act was enacted on 15th June, 2005.
Odisha Information Commission was accordingly constituted under Section 15(1) of the RTI Act,
2005 vide Odisha Gazette Notification dated October 11, 2005. Shri Dhirendra Nath Padhi, IAS and
Professor Radhamohan were appointed as State Chief Information Commissioner and the State
Information Commissioner respectively vide Information & Public Relations Department Notification
No. 30702, dated 14th November, 2005. Shri Padhi, on his voluntary retirement from IAS and Prof.
Radhamohan were sworn into office on Sunday, 20th November, 2005 by His Excellency The
Governor of Odisha, Shri Rameswar Thakur. Professor Radhamohan retired on 30th June, 2008
on attaining the age of superannuation. Shri Dhirendra Nath Padhi demitted the office on 19th
November, 2010 after serving a term of five years. Shri Tarun Kanti Mishra was sworn in as the
State Chief Information Commissioner on 20th November, 2010.

At present the Commission consists of a State Chief Information Commissioner and two State
Information Commissioners, namely,

Shri Tarun Kanti Mishra, State Chief Information Commissioner,
Shri Jagadananda, State Information Commissioner,
Shri Pramod Kumar Mohanty, State Information Commissioner.

As enshrined under Section 25(1) of the RTI Act,2005, the Odisha Information Commission
presents the Annual Report for the year 2010-11 which is a Status Report on the implementation
of the provisions of the Act undertaken during the period under consideration. The report is
based on the information collected and furnished by the Departments of State Government to
the Odisha Information Commission under Section 25(2) of the Act. The report has been divided
into five chapters, each dealing with a specific subject and annexure showing the details of
its implementation by the Public Authorities.






