24.4.08
Complaint Case No.485 of 2007

Complainant Nrusingha Mohapatra is present. Amar Kumar Das, Deputy
Commissioner of Endowments-cum-PIO is present. Jatindranath Das
Mohapatra, Audit Superintendent and Dharmendra Kar, Junior Assistant, both
of the office of the Commissioner of Endowments, Orissa, Bhubaneswar are
present. Heard both sides and perused the record. Dharmendra Kar and
Jatindranath Das Mohapatra have filed their respective showcause memoranda
which are perused and taken to record.

It reveals from the record that Complaina.ﬁt's form A application is dated
27.12.06 and it was received by the PIO on 29.12.06.The Complainant stated
that he had received incomplete information. As regards balance information,
the PIO-cum-Deputy Commissioner of Endowments submitted that the same
were not available in the Public Authority. He further stated to have conducted
an inquiry and was satisfied that out of the 30 items of information requested 24
have already been supplied and the remaining 6 will be supplied to the
Complainant soon. He also stated that audit in the Public Authority which was
in progress was completed only on 20.12.07.He admitted that there has been
delay of 11 months in providing the information. Such unprecedented delay
caused is to be cogently explained by the PIO as the burden to prove the same is
on him/her under Section 20 (1) of the RTI Act, 2005.

As regards delay Dharmendra Kar submitted that he received the application on
29.01.2007 and supplied the information to the RTI Section on 09.02.2007. The
delay of about 10 days was not intentional but was due to voluminous
information requested containing 30 items of information relating to different
matters and different years. The same was not acceptable by the State
Commission as a valid reason.

As Dharmendra Kar, Junior Assistant -cum- referred PIO failed to prove his
innocence or bonafides for holding on to the information for 10 days, that is,
from 29.01.2007 to 09.02.2007, the State Commission was constrained to
impose a penalty on him for delay of 7 days (excluding 3 days as per Orissa

Record Manuals) contributed by him.






